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PPS RECORDS FOR 
41 ARLINGTON AVENUE 

PLAT 39, LOT 412 
 

SAMUEL T. BROWN HOUSE 
Built 1870-1872 

 
Previous addresses: 

1 Humboldt Avenue (from 1875-1890) 
2 Humboldt Avenue (1891-1911) 

8 Humboldt Avenue (on 1895 map) 
   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
41 Arlington Avenue is a contributing building within the Wayland Historic District (listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in the inventory as “Samuel T. 
Brown House, 1874.”  (Note that primary source records indicate a slightly earlier date.) 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 39 identifies 41 Arlington Avenue, located at the northeast 
corner of Arlington and Humboldt Avenues, as Lot 412.  The lot measures 15,100 sq.ft.:  
136.32 ft. on Arlington (west side), 102 ft. on Humboldt (south), 134.72 ft. on the east, 
and 122.18 ft. on the north.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 39, Lot 412 – HUMBOLDT AVENUE 
 
Ada A. Stafford, wife of Charles L. Stafford, owned the property as of May 15, 1879. 
George W. Sabre of Alburgh, Vt., owned the property as of January 2, 1906. 
Nicholas Sheldon owned the property as of June 1, 1906. 
Helen S. Potter, wife of B. Thomas Potter, owned the property as of June 10, 1908. 
Ethelbert A. Rusden of Warren, R.I., owned the property as of November 1, 1911. 
John D.E. Jones owned the property as of March 1, 1913. 
Clarence Kingsbury owned the property as of December 1, 1922. 
John D.E. Jones and wife Margaret A. Jones owned the property as of January 1, 1923. 
John D.E. Jones owned the property as of March 1937. 
Emma T. Knight owned the property as of June 15, 1944. 
Edith S. Sherman owned the property as of August 1954. 
Edith S. O’Kneel [sic], wife of George W. O’Kneel, owned the property as of December 
 1960. 
G.R. Simms Co., Inc. owned the property as of January 13, 1969.  Refers to Deed Book 
 1151/Page 105. 
Evolution, Inc. owned the property as of December 6, 1972.  Refers to DB 1171/697. 
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Jagdish C. Sachdev and wife Rhoda K. Sachdev owned the property as of April 27, 
 1973.  Refers to DB 1174/508. 
Jagdish C. Sachdev owned the property as of September 20, 1979.  Refers to  
 DB 1215/838. 
[No entries after 1979.] 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owner is Jerauld C. 
Adams, as of February 2007. 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed by 1875. 
 
NB:  This house stands on land that was once part of Moses Brown’s extensive 300+ 
acre Elm Grove Farm. This farm was platted for residential development in 1870 and 
1872, and replatted twice in 1891 (there were also several subdivision plats).  These 
four plat maps show hundreds of numbered house lots within a layout of new streets 
and blocks; the numbering systems for the house lots changed between 1872 and 
1891.  The 1891 Replats (plat cards 629 and 640) are not noted herein because they 
are not referenced in other records relating to the construction of this house, such as 
atlases and deeds. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence, R.I.” by H.F. Walling, shows the former Elm Grove Farm, 
owned by Moses Brown, occupying a large area of the East Side, east of Arlington 
Avenue and north of Angell Street. (Archives) 
 
1870, 1872: “ Plat of the Moses Brown Farm,” surveyed and platted by C.E. Paine, 
January 1870 (recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 2, and copied on Plat Card 281); and 
“Moses Brown Farm Plat,” surveyed and platted by Cushing & Co., June 1872 
(recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 10, and copied on Plat Card 286).  Both of these maps 
show the same lot layout and numbering system for the block bounded by Arlington 
Ave. on the west and Humboldt Ave. on the south, Taber Ave. on the east, and Irving 
Ave. on the north.  The lot at the northeast corner of Arlington and Humboldt is #10 
(12,437 sq.ft.); the abutting lot to the east (corner of Humboldt and Taber) is #11 
(20,000 sq.ft.); Lot #13 (13,963 sq.ft.) fronts on Arlington and abuts #10 to the north; Lot 
#12 (20,000 sq.ft.) fronts on Taber and abuts #11 to the north; Lot #14 (15,469 sq.ft.) 
fronts on Arlington and abuts #13 to the north; and Lot #17 (16,975 sq.ft.) fronts on 
Arlington and abuts #14 to the north.  These same lot numbers are shown on the 1875 
city atlas (see below).  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1875:  “City Atlas of Providence,” Vol. 1, Wards 1, 2, and 3, by G.M. Hopkins, Plate J, 
shows the house standing on an 80,188 sq.ft. lot owned by Samuel T. Brown. The 
address number is not indicated, but within the lot are the numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
and 17, referring to lot numbers in the Moses Brown Farm Plat, which name is seen on 
the map. (Archives)   
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1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,R.I. and Environs,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., shows 
the house standing on a smaller lot (size not indicated) at the northeast corner of 
Arlington and Humboldt Avenues.  The address number is not indicated, but the owner 
name is Stafford.   (Archives) 
 
1890:  “Plat of Land in Providence belonging to the Warwick Institution for Savings, 
being a Subdivision of a part of the plat entitled ‘Plat of the Moses Brown Farm,’ 
recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 2,” by J.A. Latham, November 1890.  This map shows 
the block bounded by Arlington, Humboldt, Taber, and Irving Aves.  The lot at the 
northeast corner of Arlington and Humboldt is owned by Charles A. Stafford and 
measures 136.62 feet on Arlington Ave. (west side), 116 feet on Humboldt Ave. (south 
side), 134.76 feet on the east side, and 136.303 feet on the north side. (Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, shows the house standing 
on a 17,000 sq.ft. lot with the address 8 Humboldt Avenue.  The owner name is not 
indicated. (Archives) 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Prior to 1854, Providence tax records only identified the name of the taxpayer and the 
amount of tax paid – not the location of the taxable property, nor whether it was real 
estate or personal property.  In 1854 the City of Providence Tax Assessor began using 
a system of plats and lots to identify individual parcels of real estate. Tax records from 
the latter half of the 19th century are indexed by plat number, and recorded in a series of 
ledgers labeled “A” through “E.”   
 
These records indicate that the house at 41 Arlington Street was standing as of 
November 1, 1872.  At that time the assessor’s lot number was 49; it was changed to 
412 by 1879, after the original property of nearly 2 acres was subdivided. 
 
Tax Ledger B1/Page 263:  Plat 39, Lot 49, measuring 80,188 sq.ft., was owned by 
Samuel T. Brown as of February 5, 1870.  The property was assessed at $8,019 for 
land and $0 for buildings. (Brown also owned another vacant lot, Plat 39 Lot 51, of 
10,000 sq.ft.)   
 
Tax Ledger C1/Page 364:  Plat 39, Lot 49, measuring 80,188 sq.ft., was owned by 
Samuel T. Brown as of November 1, 1872.  The property was assessed at $8,019 for 
land and $6,000 for buildings, indicating construction of a large house.  This ledger 
entry notes the transfer of the property to the Warwick Institution for Savings on July 1, 
1878 and refers to Deed Book 299/Pages 97 and 518. 
 
Tax Ledger C6/Page 309:  Plat 39, Lot 412, measuring 17,000 sq.ft., was owned by 
Charles L. and Ada A. Stafford as of May 15, 1879.  The property was assessed at 
$2,040 for land and $6,000 for buildings. 
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Deeds (Archives) 
 
Deeds indicate that there were no buildings on the property when Samuel T. Brown 
bought it in 1869.  The house had been built by the time he defaulted on his mortgage in 
1878.  
 
Deed Book 187/Page 410:  On October 23, 1869, Charles C. Taber of New Brighton, 
Staten Island, N.Y. and Henry M. Taber of New York City, N.Y., sold to Samuel T. 
Brown of Providence, for $22,500, two parcels of land in the Elm Grove or Moses Brown 
Farm.  The first parcel was located at the northeast corner of Arlington and Humboldt 
Avenues, and had an irregular boundary as follows:  from that corner, proceeding east 
on Humboldt 217.4 ft., then north 100 ft., then east 100 ft. to Taber Ave., then north on 
Taber 100 ft., then west 200 ft., then north 150 ft., then west 169.75 ft. to Arlington, then 
south on Arlington 354.2 ft. to the beginning.  This property comprised the whole of Lots 
10, 12, 13, and 14, the west half of Lot 11, and the south half of Lot 17, on the Moses 
Brown Farm Plat.  (The second parcel was a 10,000 sq.ft. lot at the corner of Taber and 
Irving Avenues.)  The deed does not mention any buildings or improvements.  The land 
was sold subject to the restriction that no building could be erected within 20 feet of any 
street or avenue. 
 
DB 299/518:  On June 14, 1878, the Warwick Institution for Savings sold Samuel T. 
Brown’s two parcels of land, at Arlington and Humboldt Avenues and at Taber and 
Irving Avenues, to Jonathan Brayton of Warwick, for $12,000.  The deed notes that 
Brown had signed a mortgage on September 1, 1875, with these properties as 
collateral; the bank took the property after Brown defaulted on his mortgage, and 
auctioned it off to Jonathan Brayton, who was the highest bidder.  The deed describes 
the property as “all that parcel of land, and the dwelling house and other improvements,” 
that had been conveyed to Brown by C.C. and H.M. Taber (DB 187/410); the 
boundaries and the 20-ft. setback restriction were the same as noted in that original 
deed.  [NB:  This deed, although dated earlier than that in DB 299/97 below, was 
recorded later, and thus appears on a later page in the deed book.]  
 
DB 299/97:  On June 18, 1878, Jonathan Brayton of Warwick sold back to the Warwick 
Institution for Savings, for $1.00, the same two parcels of land that he had purchased 
from that bank at auction 4 days previously (see DB 299/518, above). 
 
DB 303/82:  On April 12, 1879, the Warwick Institution for Savings sold to Ada A. 
Stafford, wife of Charles L. Stafford of Providence, for $9,000, a lot of land with 
buildings and improvements thereon, at the northeast corner of Arlington and Humboldt 
Avenues.  The lot measured 136.32 ft. on Arlington (west side), 116 ft. on Humboldt 
(south side), 134.76 ft. on the east side, and 136.303 ft. on the north side. The deed 
notes that the sale was subject to the same conditions as in a deed from C.C. and H.M. 
Taber to Samuel T. Brown (DB 187/410). 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
The house first appears in city directories in 1875.  Note that Samuel T. Brown’s last 
name is spelled “Browne” in the directories cited below – but no other records use that 
spelling, so his name on the marker should be spelled “Brown.”  
 
Providence City Directories were published beginning in 1850.  For the first 4 decades, 
these volumes contained a street directory (listing all existing streets), and a residents’ 
directory organized alphabetically by last name.  Residents’ professions and business 
addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  From 1892-1894 city directories 
also included a section listing residential buildings by street address, which was later 
separately published as a House Directory (1895-1935).  The notation “(h)” indicates a 
head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder.  
 
1875-1877 Samuel T. “Browne,” paymaster, US Navy, (h) Arlington Ave. corner  
  Humboldt Ave.  (From 1869, when he bought this property, to 1874, Mr.  
  “Browne” is listed as living at Gano St. near Angell St.  Since tax records  
   indicate the house as built by 1872, it may have been rented out for a  
  few years before Mr. “Browne” moved in.) 
 
1878  Samuel T. “Browne,” paymaster US Navy, (h) Gano St. near Angell St. 
   (Brown had lost his home due to a mortgage default, and evidently 
   moved back to his previous address.) 
  Charles L. Stafford, [business address ]43 South Main St.,  
   (h) 276 Angell St. (This is Stafford’s previous home address.)   
 
1879-1890 Charles L. Stafford, 43 South Main St., (h) 1 Humboldt Ave. 
 
1891-1907 Charles L. Stafford, (h) 2 Humboldt Ave.  
   (Address number changed in 1891.) 
     
Providence House Directories were published separately from the City Directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901) and list all residential buildings by street 
address.  This directory is typically a year behind the city directory. 
 
1907-1908 2 Humboldt Ave. – vacant 
  41 Arlington Ave. not listed 
 
1909-1910 2 Humboldt Ave. – vacant  
  41 Arlington Ave. not listed 
 
1911-1912 2 Humboldt Ave. not listed 
  41 Arlington Ave. – A.T. Potter  
   (Address number changed again in 1911.) 
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